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How to recover files from locked harddrive

How to recover files on a Mac OSX HFS+ from a hard-drive that has damaged disk permissions.

This document was generated on 2021-04-19 11:03:44 AM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 2



How to recover files from locked harddrive Guide ID: 103747 - Draft: 2018-04-10

Step 1 — Recovering Files from Locked HFS+ Drive

o | accidentally nuked my Mac by deleting a user account | did not recognize.
@ This caused all my harddrives to be locked out with "custom" permissions.

@ The solution was 2 part. First disable HFS+ Journalling on the locked drive by using an older
version of Disk Utility.

@ Second mount the drive on a Linux machine with HFS+ drivers loaded and Thunar GUI. Log into
Thunar as Superuser. Type in this command " sudo gksudo thunar " after that just copy and paste
the files from the old drive to a new drive.

@ This system bypasses all of the permissions

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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