
2012 Hyundai Accent Oxygen Sensor
Replacement

In this guide we will be replacing the oxygen sensor in a 2012 Hyundai Accent.
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INTRODUCTION

One item that commonly breaks in modern cars is the oxygen, or O2, sensor. When they go bad, it
can lead to rough idle, and if ignored, will leave motorists stranded. It is very easily diagnosed by a
trouble code or check engine light. Many auto parts store will scan cars for free, and the code
provided will indicate if there is a bad O2 sensor, as well as many other possible issues.

This fix will involve finding the sensor, unplugging it, unthreading it, and reinstalling a new sensor in
its place.

Reminder: Engine bays are usually very dirty so a pair of work gloves or even non latex style
medical gloves can make clean up easier. Thinner gloves are better for dexterity since there is a
small plug to manipulate.

Reminder: More lighting is never a bad thing. Headlights, a friend holding a flashlight, or magnetic
lights, while not a requirement, will definitely help.

TOOLS:
3/8" Drive Ratchet (1)
Oxygen Sensor Socket (1)

22mm
7/8" or 22mm

10mm Wrench (1)
3/8" 6" Ratchet Extension (1)

PARTS:
Oxygen Sensor (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/SATA-Quick-Release-72-Tooth-Ratchet-Full-Polished/dp/B07V4397T4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1DXG2E50GBLUD&keywords=3%252F8+drive+ratchet&qid=1654124828&sprefix=3%252F8+drive+ratchet%252Caps%252C163&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01C4OB3XC/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&aaxitk=8ad31132d8148dc5c16b9f0ed9342b3a&hsa_cr_id=8436475890201&pd_rd_plhdr=t&pd_rd_r=7d14f963-6260-4b41-b89b-1b552d084eb3&pd_rd_w=HdyPI&pd_rd_wg=19sis&ref_=sbx_be_s_sparkle_mcd_asin_1_title
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-21271-10mm-Combination-Wrench/dp/B000NPUL0G/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1388418341&sr=8-1&keywords=10mm+wrench
https://www.amazon.com/Crescent-CDTA9C-Drive-Extension/dp/B08N1HVMJQ/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=3%252F8%252B6%252Binch%252Bextension&qid=1654125208&sprefix=3%252F8%2522%252B6%2522%252B%252Caps%252C173&sr=8-1&th=1
http://www.oscaroparts.com/search/go?lbc=oscaro&method=and&original_keyword=oxygen%20sensor&p=Q&ts=custom&uid=886967922&view=list&w=oxygen%20sensor&af=cat3%253aairfuelemissions_sensorssendingunits_oxygensensor%20cat2%253aairfuelemissions_sensorssendingunits%20cat1%253aairfuelemissions


Step 1 — Oxygen Sensor

Never work on a hot vehicle. Allow
your car to cool for at least 4 hours
before performing maintenance.



Never work on any automotive
electronics without first
disconnecting the negative (-)
terminal.



Use a 10 mm wrench to loosen bolt
on the battery's negative (-) cable,
then slide it off the (-) negative post.



Step 2

  

Locate the sensor off the exhaust header and follow the wire up to the connector.

Some of the pieces on the top-front of the engine are sharp; be careful what you lean on.

Gently work the connector out of the bracket, then disconnect it by pressing the tab inward then
pulling out.



Plastic gets brittle over time. Be gentle and go slow. If it's not coming out, take a break and come
back a little later. Be patient to avoid damage.
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Step 3

 

Gently pull the wire out of its bracket.

It will lift out of the bracket with minimal effort.

Step 4

  

Place the 7/8" (22 mm) socket around the O2 sensor. Use a ratchet and 6" extension to loosen and
remove the sensor.



Place the socket on the sensor without the ratchet in the way. Once the socket is in place, reattach
the ratchet and loosen.



The sensor is behind the exhaust, up against the firewall. Having a headlamp, or a friend who can
hold a flashlight, is a big help. The red lights in these photos are cheap magnetic lights!
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Step 5

  

The sensor can now be unthreaded by hand.

When installing the new O2 sensor, if you feel extreme resistance, STOP. It means it is cross
threaded. It should easily thread in by hand.



Use the 7/8" (22 mm) socket to tighten the sensor firmly so it doesn't loosen from vibration.

The last picture is what the whole sensor looks like out in the open.

2012 Hyundai Accent Oxygen Sensor Re… Draft: 2022-06-02Guide ID: 149059 -

This document was generated on 2022-06-03 05:44:00 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 7



Step 6

  

Reconnect the plug by firmly pushing the plugs together.

Depending on the age of the plastic, you may or may not hear a click; just follow where the two
plugs meet. There should be almost no gap.



Push the connector back into its bracket.

You may need to slightly wiggle the connector as you seat it into its bracket. It will be a tight fit by
design.



Push the wires back into the metal brackets.
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Your O2 sensor should be installed and good-to-go!

Step 7

Reattach the negative (-) battery
cable.



Be sure to push/seat the terminal as
far down as possible before
tightening the 10 mm bolt.
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