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Mercedes W123 Brake Pads, Rear
Replacement

While they don't wear as quickly as the front brake pads, the rear pads do still need attention from
time to time. If you've checked them and they are low, it's fairly easy to replace them yourself.
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INTRODUCTION
Replacing the pads is one of the simplest ways to keep your front brakes working effectively.

Learn how here. Please keep in mind that brake fluid is corrosive to paint so try to keep it from
getting on your car's paint. Be sure to rinse it off if any does land on your paint.

When replacing your rear pads, be sure to check your rotors for excess wear. If necessary, have the
rotor re-surface or replace the rotor along with the pads.

TOOLS: PARTS:
Pry Bar (1) W123 Rear Brake Pads (1)
part # 0014200620, usually sold in sets of 4

Hammer (1)
Anti-Squeak Brake Lubrication (1)

Pin Punch (1)
Large Needle Nose Pliers (1)
Turkey Baster (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/Vaughan-B215-15-Inch-Original-SuperBar/dp/B00002N5VN
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
http://www.ofrei.com/page431.html#5285
file:///Item/Needle_Nose_Pliers
https://www.amazon.com/Resistant-Baster-Rubber-measurement-Model/dp/B002U9JSIE/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1488061666&sr=8-3&keywords=turkey+baster+heat+resistant
file:///Item/W123_Rear_Brake_Pads
http://www.amazon.com/Permatex-24125-Ceramic-Extreme-Lubricant/dp/B0018PSASU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1407455199&sr=8-1&keywords=brake+lubrication
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Step 1 — Brake Pads, Rear

@ The pad removal process in this
guide is performed with the caliper
off of the vehicle. The installation
process is documented with it on the
vehicle. Both procedures can be
done with the caliper on the vehicle.
The calipers were off of this car for
cleaning, since the soft rubber hoses
were being replaced too.

e You'll need to remove your wheels
to perform this work.

e Start by removing the cotters from
the pins that hold the pad retaining
springs in place. Not all calipers will
use cotters in the pins; some may
use compression fit pins. See the

front brake pad replacement guide
to see how these are removed.
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Step 2

@ Then use a punch to hammer out
the pins.

@ The springs will come out after the
pin is removed.

@ This picture shows one pin and
spring already removed. The second
is being removed.

e [he pads can then be pulled out.

Step 3

o Now that the pads are removed you
will need to move the pistons in the
caliper back so that the new, thicker
pads will fit in.

e First, you should remove a bit of
brake fluid from the system. As the
old pads wore down, there was
room for more fluid in the system
and the level was likely topped off.
With the new thicker pads in place
there will be more fluid in the system
that there is room for, potentially.

@ Begin with this process by removing
the cap on the brake fluid reservaoir.
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Step 4

e Then lift the screen out of the neck
of the reservoir.

This document was generated on 2020-11-28 03:09:30 AM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 10



Mercedes W123 Brake Pads, Rear Repla... Guide ID: 21531 - Draft: 2020-04-27

Step 5

@ Suction out a few ounces of brake
fluid. You can use a suction tool as
shown, or a clean turkey baster.
Just never use the turkey baster in
the kitchen again!

e Do not suction the reservoir dry! You
would need to bleed the system if
this happens.
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Step 6

e With some fluid removed and the top
left off of the brake fluid reservoir,
use a large pry tool to gently pry the
pistons back in to the body of the
caliper.

e Always use the flat surface of the
pry, never the tip, and try to push the
piston back in as straight and evenly
as possible.

e Alternately, you can purchase the
proper brake caliper piston
compression tool from
Mercedes...but this pry bar
technique works if you are careful.

e Repeat this on all four pistons.
Watch the brake fluid level as your
proceed to ensure it does not
overflow the reservoir. Remove
more if necessary.
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e Cover the back of each new brake
pad with a very light coat of brake
pad grease/anti-squeal coating.

& Be very careful to not get any of this
grease on the front of the pads,
where the pad material is.
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Step 8

e Slide the pads in to the calipers.
Make sure the brake pad material is
facing towards the rotor. The holes
on top of the pads need to face
away from the rotor.

e If the pads are not sliding in, try
prying the piston back a bit further.

e Insert the springs in the same way they were removed.

@ Then insert the pins. It can be tricky to get the pin through the holes in the second pad especially if
the pad is in the caliper a bit too far. It can help to use an allen key or something similarly long and
slender to align the pads.

e Then, simply chase the allen key out with the pin.
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Step 10

e Then use some strong wire or
cotters to secure the ends of the pin
in place.

e Be certain to top off the brake fluid
reservoir before driving, if
necessary.

When you've finished, go for a test drive. Be sure to follow the bedding-in procedures from the
manufacturer of your pads to ensure maximum performance. In many cases, this means moderate
driving for the first 500 miles or so, with no aggressive stops. However, check with the manufacturer.
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