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Q FixiT

Mercedes W123 Sway Bar Link Replacement

The rear sway bar is connected to the hub assembly by what is called a sway bar link. Over the
years the boots that protect the joints split, allowing in dirt and moisture, eventually ruining the
joint. This can create a lot of noise from the rear.
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INTRODUCTION

For such a small and inexpensive part the sway bar link on the rear suspension of W123's can
create quite the racket.

If, as you drive or rough roads, you hear a lot of rumbling or clunking from the rear of the car the first
place to check is the sway bar links. It's easy to diagnose, and almost as easy to replace. Do yours
today; stop living with the noise!

TOOLS: PARTS:

17 mm Open End Wrench (1) W123 Rear Sway Bar Links (1)
Socket Wrench (1)

Penetrating Lubricant (1)

Socket 177mm (1)
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file:///Item/17_mm_Open_End_Wrench
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-3-8-in-Drive-Round-Head-Ratchet-H38RHRAT/202923414
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Blaster-11-oz-The-Original-PB-Penetrant-16-PB/205178591
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14149-8-Inch-Shallow-6-Point/dp/B000NPULCE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1431011350&sr=8-1&keywords=17+mm+socket
file:///Item/W123_Rear_Sway_Bar_Links
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Step 1 — Sway Bar Link

@ You will need to begin by jacking up the rear end of your car, and removing the rear wheels. If you
need help with these, see the guides below:

@ Jacking technique guide.

o Wheel removal technique guide

Step 2

|

@ You can see here the sway bar link
where it attaches to the sway bar.
It's hidden partially behind the brake
shield. It's tricky to take a good
picture of...

e The threaded portion of the link
goes through a hole in the sway bar
end and is held in place by a nut.
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https://www.ifixit.com/Guide/Mercedes+W123+Wheel+Removal+Technique/22883
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Step 3

e Atthe bottom, it screws in to the hub
assembly.
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Step 4

e View this video to hear what a bad
sway bar link sounds like when you
move the sway bar around. If yours
sounds like this is definitely time to
replace it.

e Remove the nut from the top of the
sway bar link using a 17 mm socket
to turn off the nut while holding the
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inside of the sway bar link joint with
an open end 17mm wrench.

@ Then use the open end 17mm
wrench to loosen the bottom joint of
the sway bar from the hub
assembly.

e You'll then be able to remove the
sway bar link for inspection. Save
the nut and any washers as the new
links do not come with
replacements.

Step 6

o Pictured are example of the joints on the two sway bar links that were removed from this 1985
300D. Each one is split or even missing.

@ You can see how this exposes the joint to moisture, dust, and road debris; this quickly ruins the
joint.
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Step 7

e Waitch this video to see how loose
the bottom joint on this sway bar link
was. It was half of the culprit for the
clunking. The other side was just as
bad.

Step 8

e Install the new sway bar links by
following these steps generally in
reverse.

e View this video to hear the
difference with new links. Or,
perhaps more accurately, not hear
anything at all!

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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