
How to Replace Door Trim
Replace the trim around a door in the home.

Written By: Ian HellmanWylie
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INTRODUCTION

Is the trim around your door damaged or missing due to accidents, wear, or overeager pets? Use
this guide to quickly replace sections of door trim.

TOOLS:
Hammer (1)
Measuring Tape (1)
Screwdriver or Putty Knife (1)
Pry Bar (1)
Chop Saw Mitre Saw (1)

PARTS:
Door Trim (1)
Panel / Trim Nails (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000PSA6GU/
file:///Item/Screwdriver_or_Putty_Knife
https://www.amazon.com/Vaughan-B215-15-Inch-Original-SuperBar/dp/B00002N5VN
file:///Item/Chop_Saw_Mitre_Saw
file:///Item/Door_Trim
file:///Item/Panel_Trim_Nails


Step 1 — Door Trim

 

If necessary, remove the old trim from the door.

Caulking applied to the seam between the door trim and the sheetrock can tear the paper on the
sheetrock when prying the trim off. If there is such caulking, it's wise to slide a sharp utility knife
along the seam to make a clean cut through the caulk down the full length of the trim before
prying.



With a hammer or pry bar, gently but firmly pry the old trim off the wall.

For best results, place a shim between the hammer and the wall to minimize damage.

Start from the corner, and work along the length of the trim.

It is not uncommon for some nails to remain stuck in the frame after the trim is removed. Use a
hammer or pliers to remove them.


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Step 2

 

Measure the door frame.

Measure along the inside of the door frame, from floor to corner.

Make sure to record the measurement for future reference.

Measure each section of the door (the top, and both sides) in the same way.

It may be useful to have a friend or roommate hold the measuring tape at the bottom so it doesn't
move.


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Step 3

Prepare to cut the new trim to fit the
door.



Using the measurement from the
previous step, mark the
appropriate length on the trim to
be installed.



This will mark where the trim lines
up against the inside corner of the
door.



Step 4

  

Align the chop saw to make a 45 degree cut.

Consult the user's manual as needed to set up the saw correctly.

Align the trim on the saw so the mark you made is along the guide of the saw.

Again, the user's manual will provide specifics of how this is accomplished.

Operate the saw in a safe manner in accordance with the user's manual.

If you are uncomfortable using power tools, your local hardware store may cut the trim for you,
using the measurements you made earlier.


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Step 5

Align the new trim along the edge of
the door. It should be lined up with
the door frame.



The trim is aligned correctly when
the frame is covered completely
by the trim.



Use a level to ensure it is vertical.

Have another person hold the new
trim in place after it is aligned, if
necessary.


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Step 6

 

Using trim nails, nail the trim to the wall, starting from the top.

Align each nail so it is perpendicular to the surface, and hammer it in with smooth, forceful
strikes.



Nail along the inner edge as well as the outer edge.

The nails should be placed 18 to 24 inches apart along each respective edge.

Door trim is fragile, so avoid striking the trim directly with the hammer.
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Well done! Enjoy your door's new look.

Step 7

A small dab of joint compound or
spackling will hide the nail holes.



Place a small amount of spackling
(about the size of a BB) on the tip
of a finger.



Press the spackling into the nail
hole.



Wipe across the top of the filled
hole with a putty knife or any flat
blade to remove excess
spackling.



Step 8

Use matching paint to cover the
filled nail holes and touch up any
nicks.



Be mindful of wet paint when using
the door!


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